
Support Our Seminarians

The Seminary Formation Fund,Sept. 24-25, 2016
Through your prayers and stewardship, you can help 4 seminarians give their lives to Christ. 

Take part in forming faithful and holy clergy for the Ordinariate. 

Please give.

Why are we holding a special collection for our seminarians? 
Doesn’t the Bishop’s Appeal pay for seminarians?
The Bishop’s Appeal provides $200,000 in funding 
for multiple services and programs that cannot 
be accomplished by one parish or community 
alone. Just 25%, or $50,000, of  the Bishop’s 
Appeal goes toward formation opportunities for 
both ordained clergy and seminarians. (The other 
75% of  the appeal goes towards communications, 
administration and evangelization ministries.) 

Gifts collected for the Seminary Formation Fund 
will be directed entirely towards the education and 
formation of  Ordinariate seminarians. 

Since the Ordination of  Bishop Steven J. Lopes in 
February 2016, our number of  celibate seminarians 
has escalated from 1 to 4. This is a wonderful 
“problem” to have, as it means the Ordinariate is 
increasing its vocations to the priesthood! But it also 
means that the costs for educating our seminarians 
have increased exponentially. This fund is being 
established so that Ordinariate faithful may join 
together to help the men who have so generously 
responded to the Lord’s call. 

How much does the formation and education of a seminarian 
cost the Ordinariate?
It costs the Ordinariate $35,000 per seminarian per 
year, which includes his:

• Room and board
• Tuition 
• Books 
• Travel and Auto Insurance
• Health Insurance
• Formation opportunities, such as Ordinariate 

workshops for Candidates for Holy Orders 
and programs by the Institute for Priestly 
Formation

Will the collection for the Seminarian Formation Fund be held 
annually? 
Yes. The high cost of  seminary education requires 
a reliable source of  funding. As our vocations 
continue to increase, we will need additional 
resources to cover these costs.

Therefore, the Seminary Formation Fund will 
be held yearly so that we will collectively have an 
opportunity to honor our responsibility to fund 
the formation of  our future priests. In 2016, the 
collection will be held Sept. 24-25. Beginning in 
2017, the Seminary Formation Fund will be held 
every year on the weekend of  Good Shepherd 
Sunday. 

Where are our seminarians educated?
In 2016, 3 of  our seminarians will study at St. 
Mary’s Seminary in Houston, Texas and 1 will have 
his pastoral internship year at Incarnation Catholic 
Church in Orlando, Fl. But the Ordinariate is free 
to send its seminarians to any seminary.  

How will the Ordinariate take up this collection in 2016?
Your parish will host a special collection Sept. 24-25. 
Envelopes from the Ordinariate will be provided in 
the pews the weekend before the collection, as well 
as the weekend of  Sept. 24-25. Checks should be 

made to “The Personal Ordinariate of  the 

Chair of  St. Peter.” Parishes will collect gifts and 
forward them to the Chancery, or supporters may 
mail their gifts directly to the Chancery using the 
provided envelope. 

FAQs

The men you help 
educate will serve 
as the pastors 
and leaders of 
our Ordinariate 
parishes. Ensure 
the stability 
and growth of 
the Ordinariate 
by supporting 
the Seminary 
Formation Fund 
today.

The Personal Ordinariate 
of  the Chair of St. Peter

www.ordinariate.net/vocations | P.O. Box 55206, Houston TX 77255
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